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Good Handling of Relations among
Major Powers Needs a New Mindset

By Li Fenglin, Former Chinese Ambassador to Russia *

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the victory of the Anti-
Fascist War. How do we look at these 70 years of international
developments and changes? What are the experiences and lessons
learned? How should we face endless new challenges? Are we able
to maintain peace and development? The big problem the world is
facing is whether to go back to the Cold War and confrontation or to
work together to establish a new international order.

After the victory of the Anti-Fascist War, countries involved in
the war created an international order and system centered on
the United Nations and based on the purposes and principles of
the United Nations Charter. This is a great progress of human
civilization. Yet the Yalta System is essentially based on the spheres
of influence marked off by the major powers. The rivalry between the
U.S. and the Soviet Union hegemony pulled the world into the Cold
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Challenges", held at the Institute of International and Strategic Studies (IISS), Peking University (PKU)
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War for more than 40 years. Although the relative balance of two
powers kept the world in a general balance, the balance is based
on the threat of nuclear weapons. After the Cold War, the world has
entered a new era. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia's
strength is relatively weakened, while China's revival has drawn
much attention from the U.S, Russia and the world. Meanwhile,
as the world economy has become globalized, new problems and
new challenges that affect global development are emerging. The
issues are made even bigger and complicated, as the control and
management capacity of the international community has not yet
adapted to the new environment, and the world's major countries
have misjudgment, missteps and poor response on some issues.

1. The U.S.

Henry Luce, one of the co-founders of Life, urged the U.S. in an
editorial in 1941 to enter World War Il in order to defend American
values and create the "first great American century". The U.S. made
a significant contribution to the Anti-Fascist War, and played an
important role in the post-war revival of Europe. But when the Cold
War ended, the U.S. posed itself as a triumphalist, and claimed
superciliously that it will lead the world for a century. It wanted to
transform the world with the American way, being a world police
and selling the American democracy to the entire world, even at the
expense of waging war on several countries. However, we should
not forget that the international forces of terrorism started from the
anti-Americanism. Besides, the U.S. meddling in internal affairs of
many countries under the pretext of democracy and human rights as
well as the support for a variety of "Color Revolutions" to overthrow
the legitimate government and establish a pro-American government
have led to long-term war and chaos in some regions. The U.S.
strong intervention in affairs of Ukraine is also a representation
of its Cold War mentality. The problem of Ukraine originates from
the former Ukrainian government's management missteps on its
country that result in long-term economic turmoil and poverty of its
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people. The current government that dominated by extremist forces,
however, attempts to solve all problems by relying on the aid from
the U.S. and the West.

Joseph Nye is a strong defender of the "American century" view,
but what he emphasizes is the U.S. geopolitical advantage and
that the U.S. is far ahead of other countries in many fields. In this
sense, the "American century" will likely continue. Yet this is not an
absolute, but only temporary state. In this state, the U.S. should still
reflect ethically on how to lower its posture and treat other countries
equally, and consider how to use its advantages to make a positive
contribution to the world's development rather than ordering other
countries. Even Nye himself admitted that the greatest threat
to the U.S. is neither China nor India and Russia, but the U.S.
itself. Currently, the U.S. is actually in trouble both internally and
externally. Internally, the vicious struggle between the two parties
has seriously dragged the White House's decision-making capacity.
Externally, given its relative decline, the U.S. is unable to play the
role of world police. Whether the U.S. can give up the hegemony
mentality of being superior and giving orders everywhere, and
recognize that any country, no matter how powerful, cannot face the
new challenges alone but must work together with other countries,
will be important points to follow in the future development of
international situation. The 21st century should be the century of
reflection for the U.S.

2. Russia

Russia is in a difficult transitional period. To position itself in the East
or in the West has long troubled Russia's social elite. Historically,
Russia's attempts of integrating into Europe had all been rejected.
Some Russian scholars believe that the incident in Ukraine has
made Russia completely disappointed with Europe. As Russia and
Europe relations are impossible to return to the former situation,
Russia has to turn to Asia. | don't agree with this opinion. Given its
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geographical position, Russia's best option is to look at both the
East and the West by making use of its geopolitical advantages,
except that it may have different priorities in different periods, which
is exactly what the Chinese saying goes: "when there is dark in the
west, it is light in the east." Peter the Great once said, we need in
Europe for decades, and then we will let Europe kiss our ass. These
may be angry words. | don't think Russia has entered a period of
complete confrontation with the U.S. and Europe, nor can | say
the Cold War seems to have continued and even been reinforcing.
In fact, Europe has split. The European Union has no idea how to
protect itself, and it has shown its weak side on the issue of Ukraine
and Minsk Il. Both the U.S. and Europe know that without Russia,
they are unable to cope with major challenges in Europe and around
the world.

The current situation in Europe enters a period of high risk, in
which all the parties do not want to compromise for many reasons.
This period is favorable to Russia. Other external forces should
be restraint and calm, and try to promote peace talks to find a
compromise. In my opinion, the best way out is that Ukraine gives up
joining NATO, and develops relations with the European Union and
Russia at the same time; Russia ensures the territorial integrity of
Ukraine in return. Ukraine's neutrality is in the interests of all parties.
Neither the European Union nor the NATO can handle Ukraine. In
short, | think the way out of the Ukrainian crisis is to find the balance
between different regions and interests of different ethnics and find
the balance between the relations with the two neighbors of Russia
and Europe. Ukraine should be a bridge between the East and West
rather than an outpost for confrontation. Since the collapse of Soviet
Union, Russia have experienced ups and downs and exploration for
many years. Now it has finally found the political system in keeping
with its historical and cultural traditions. Some people in the West
made irresponsible remarks on this, and even demonized Putin.
These acts are extremely unethical.
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3. China

China's road of modernization is long and winding. After repeated
trials and explorations for many years, China has finally found a
developing path in keeping with its own characteristics, which is
socialism with Chinese characteristics. China has made progress,
but it still has a long way to go before achieving prosperity and
strength. We know very well the difficulties and risks we are facing.

From poverty and backwardness to revival, China has become the
world's second largest economy in terms of GDP, which naturally
attracts wide attention. The key question is, what kind of foreign
policy will this stronger China adopt? The Chinese people, including
the leaders of China, have made a number of solemn declarations
for this question.

China's plan is to build a new type of international relations with
cooperation and win-win partnership as its core. Why the type
is new? In short, it is because that it replaces confrontation with
cooperation, and replaces monopoly with win-win partnership. In
these relations, there are no zero-sum games and winner-take-
all. A new thinking of building partnerships beyond the traditional
international relations and the cycle of alliance or confrontation
is to be established, and a new way of "dialogue rather than
confrontation, partnership rather than alliance" is to be explored.
China seeks no spheres of influence, nor want to pursue any
dominance. Instead, China hopes to provide a new choice for
international relations.

For the U.S., China has proposed the establishment of Sino-U.
S. new type of major power relations, which is "no conflict, no
confrontation, mutual respect, cooperation and win-win partnership".
The Americans have a variety of explanations for this new type of
relations. Given that President Obama had verbal acknowledgement
of it, the U.S. may not want to repeat the tragic history of
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confrontation between major powers. But the core issue is that the
U.S. is not willing to acknowledge China's major power status that
is equal to its. It is because that the goal of the U.S. is to maintain
its leadership in the world and its dominance in international affairs,
and ensure that emerging powers like China and Russia comply
with international planning and norms made by the U.S. Therefore,
the states of cooperation and friction and struggles will exist at
the same time in the Sino-U.S. relations for a fairly long period.
China will strive to expand the cooperation to achieve a win-win
situation, and seek to increase mutual understanding and reduce
misjudgments. But on the issues concerning the core interests,
China will struggle resolutely with the U.S. The U.S. policy toward
China has been constantly adjusting over these years. From
isolating and containing China, proposing G2, to the current so-
called "rebalance toward Asia", what it truly wants is nothing but to
hinder China's development. One factor the U.S. must consider is
that China holds more than one trillion U.S. bonds. China and the
U.S. cooperate and struggle; this is what the Chinese called "two
hands against two hands". The contest is in many fields, including
military, politics, economy, finance, technology and information etc.
The struggle will last for a long period, for the U.S. is constantly
changing tactics, and the Chinese will respond in their own way.

4. Sino-Russian relations

There are a number of different voices in both China and Russia,
which can be generally grouped into two extremes: the pro-West
group holds that being close with China will only turn the declined
Russia into China's "satellite state" or "raw materials appendage";
the group that stresses the confrontation with the West holds that
Russia should ally with China to strengthen Russia's position. In
China, there is also the opinion that China should form alliance or
quasi-alliance with Russia to deal with the pressure from the U.S.

| would like to emphasize that the development and closeness of
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Sino-Russian relations over the past decades have their own laws,
and the root cause of the closeness can be found in the trend of
domestic development in both countries and international situation.

Firstly, both China and Russia are big countries. They are among
the real independent countries that are rare in the world, being
independent in both domestic and foreign affairs. Both countries
have their own unique historical and cultural traditions, and they
must follow their own path of development. Both China and Russia
will not follow the U.S. baton.

Secondly, the development of Sino-Russian relations has an
intrinsic motivation. Facing the same long-term task of domestic
development and having no political problems that hinder
cooperation, a long-term development of good-neighborly relations
is an inevitable choice for the two big neighboring countries.

Thirdly, both China and Russia advocate independence in the
complicated and changing international situation, and oppose to a
single country's domination of the world, especially the country's
being a backseat driver to China and Russia. The rise of China and
Russia is regarded as a challenge to the West-dominated system. In
this case, the two countries' mutual reliance can reduce their cost of
the rise.

Fourthly, both China and Russia have gained experience and
learned lessons from history. From a military and political alliance to
an open ideological debate and then border conflict, from a brotherly
relationship to a hostile relationship, the Sino-Russian relations had
gone through many ups and downs, and were finally normalized
after more than a decade's efforts. That was in 1991, before the
collapse of Soviet Union. After that, through continuous exploration,
the two countries proposed a guiding principle for bilateral relations,
which are non-alignment, non-confrontation and non-targeting
at any third country. In 2001, by signing the Sino-Russian Good-
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Neighborly Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation, the two countries
clearly oriented their relationship from a legal perspective. Today,
the relationship has developed into a comprehensive strategic
cooperation partnership. China has established partnerships with
more than 70 countries, many of which are strategic partners (such
as Kazakhstan). The term "strategic cooperation”, however, is used
only on the relationship with Russia, suggesting the particularity
of the Sino-Russia relations. Sino-Russian relations have already
gone beyond the framework of bilateral relations, and are of global
significance. Facing the complicated international situation, the
importance of Sino-Russian relations is obvious. To look at the
Sino-Russian relations from the perspective of the world's trend of
development is essential. Both China and Russia should develop
into powerful countries. The tactics the U.S. adopts are simply to
delay our development. We should be full of confidence, stick to
our own way and support each other. We don't need to deliberately
divide the world into the West and the non-West. With patience
and concentration, and uniting all forces that can be united, we will
ultimately establish a new world order of equality and fairness.

Edited by Dr. Gui Yongtao, Dr. Lei Shaohua

Tel: 86-10-62756376 Email: iiss@pku.edu.cn
Fax: 86-10-62753063 Web: www.iiss.pku.edu.cn
Address: IISS, Peking Univesity, Beijing, China




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


